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THE MUSEUM OF ART OF GIRONA (MD'A),  WHICH 
RECENTLY INAUGURATED NEW HALLS, CONTAINS 
FUNDAMENTAL EXAMPLES O F  CATALAN ROMANESQUE 
AND GOTHIC, OFFERS A RANGE OF MONOGRAPHIC AND 
TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS AND ASPIRES TO BECOMING A 
CULTURAL CENTRE CAPABLE OF OFFERING A MULTIPLE 
AND PLURAL SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. 
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he Museum of Art of Girona is 
located in the heart of the old 
quarter of the city, right next to 
the cathedral, in a splendid position in- 
viting the passer-by to drop in. It is 
housed in the Episcopal Palace, one of 
Girona's noblest buildings, with decora- 
tions and windows dating from the ele- 
venth century, though every period 
down to the present day is represented 
through enlargements or restoration 
work. 
The first section of the museum was 
opened in 1979 and the latest additions 
were inaugurated in May this year. The 
museum is the result of agreements be- 
tween the Bishopric and the County 
Corporation, with subsequent collabora- 
tion from the Generalitat de Catalunya. 
The MD'A exhibits works from the pre- 
Romanic to the present day. Its halls 
are divided into three sections: 
1. Permanent exhibitions. Hall 1 to 2 1. 
The itinerary is arranged chronologic- 
ally and integrates the different artistic 
manifestations. There are outstanding 
pieces to be admired along the length of 
this itinerary: the portable altar from 
the monastery of Sant Pere de Roda 
(tenth to twelfth centuries), the Cruilles 
beam, (twelfth century), some four- 
teenth century stained-glass-worker's 
benches, a magnificent fifteenth century 
martyrology and an extensive collection 
of Gothic altarpieces by Lluís Borrassa, 
Bernat Martorell, The Master of Cana- 
post and others, as well as Renaissance 
altarpieces by Perris Fontaines, Joan de 
Burgunya and Pere Mates of the Em- 
porda. There is also a good collection of 
painting representing Realism in Cata- 
lonia and the Catalan Modernista and 
Noucentista periods. 
2. Monographic exhibitions. Three re- 
cently inaugurated halls dealing at some 
length with ceramics, glass, gold and 
silver work and religious art. 
3. Temporary exhibitions. Five halls, 
also inaugurated this year, in which re- 
gular exhibitons are held on different 
periods and themes. The first tempo- 
rary exhibition was devoted to contem- 
porary art and the second to the history 
of engraving. 
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The museum has other spaces for 
smaller temporary exhibitions. One can 
easily find three simultaneous tempor- 
ary exhibitions. 
Work is in progress on a multimedia 
room, where it will soon be possible to 
study individual artists, works of art, 
locations, techniques, etc. Audio-visual 
halls will provide al1 the information 
visitors may require. 
As well as having a valuable collection, 
the MD'A is striking for its setting. The 
Episcopal Palace, independently of the 
works on show, is worth a visit in itself. 
For example, the spacious Throne 
Room is a large, majestic hall providing 
an unsurpassable setting for the Gothic 
altarpieces. Furthermore, from the win- 
dows of the various halls one can enjoy 
impressive views of Girona and the su- 
rrounding area. With the inauguration 
of the last phase, one can now climb up 
to the top of the front tower and an- 
other of the museum's attractions: a 
unique lookout point. 
Following the completion of the resto- 
ration work on the building, a project 
has been started with a view to the next 
five years. The aim is to improve the 
museum's services so that the public 
will be able to benefit from an en- 
lightening visit. 
One of the first measures in this new 
phase has been the modification of the 
opening times. From the very moment 
the visitor enters the museum, he will 
be informed as to its characteristics, 
possible itineraries, etc. This same ser- 
vice will, if necessary, accompany visi- 
tors to offer explanations about particu- 
lar pieces. 
Work to improve the MD'A is going on 
on different fronts: adapting it for the 
blind, taking fringe groups into account, 
enlarging the collections and documen- 
tation, paying attention to diffusion, fa- 
cilitating research, converting the store 
rooms into proper reserve halls, increas- 
ing publications, offering an educa- 
tional service, organising guided visits 
at different levels, etc. We are working 
to equip the museum with adequate 
information services and translations 
to facilitate visits by non-Catalan- 
speakers. 
The museum wants to offer activities 
and has already begun to hold talks, 
concerts and competitions such as the 
"Coneguem el Museu d'Art" (Let's Dis- 
cover the Museum of Art). Excursionl 
conferences have also been planned to 
different parts of Catalonia and other 
places in Europe, such as that next 
spring to Tuscany. 
An information bulletin is the mu- 
seum's instrument of information for 
its visitors. Collections will shortly be 
issued such as the collection of ad- 
vanced scientific catalogues that will 
complement the collection of guides 
and that of catalogues of the temporary 
exhibitons already begun. A series of 
tryptichs and posters will ensure diffu- 
sion so as to publicize the museum. 
To be sure of success it is hoped that 
there will be participation. The Amics 
del MD'A (Friends of the MD'A) and 
the Advisory Board will help us get the 
good results we hope for. 
The MD'A aspires to being a cultural 
centre, a service to be enjoyed and ca- 
pable of providing a good measure of 
satisfaction -in short, a place of dis- 
covery . ¤ 
